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ABSTRACT 
 

The problem of this study is embodied in the oscillation of the amount of these exporting crops under study 
in general and to the European Union in particular.  This oscillation is not suitable for the exporting importance 
of these crops. Moreover, it is considered an obstacle that disabled these crops from being benefited from the 
advantages offered by the European Union. This study aims at acknowledging the most important European 
markets that import the crops under study. In addition to this, this study attempts to define the most important 
factors that lead to the oscillation of these exporting crops to these specific states. These factors do not allow 
any increase in the exports amount of these crops. This study tries to find solutions to the greatest problems and 
obstacles that may disable the exports of these crops from being benefited from the advantages offered by the 
European Union's states. In conclusion, this study finds out many recommends that may lead to improve the 
exporting status of these crops. Firstly, as for potato, it is very important to take care of the wintry season whose 
production appeared in January and March. This time is very appropriate for exporting to the European Union 
since the exporting season continues to the end of June. Additionally, the Egyptian exporting price decreases in 
comparison to other competitive countries. The most important of these competitive countries is Germany. It is 
lower than the Egyptian price by about 17.2%. Also, it is important to overcome the brown rot's diseases 
because these diseases have a big role in refusing the exporting amount for many years. As for onion, it is 
important to make benefits from its early appearance away from the European onion. This is during March, 
April and May. We must take into consideration that the Spanish onion spreads early and leads to a big decline 
in the exporting amount of the Egyptian onion to the European markets. Optimistically enough, the Egyptian 
exporting price of onion and orange is the lowest among its competitive prices. Finally, it is important to care 
for the demanded standards of quality to be able to keep the importing markets. Also, it is important to open 
new markets in the European Union's countries. 
 
Key words: European union –Potatoes-Onion- Orange . 

 
Introduction 

 
The agricultural exports are considered one of the most important sources of the foreign exchange. 

Additionally, it is a way to decrease the shortage in both the total commercial and agricultural scales. Orange, 
onion and potato’s crops are considered the most important crops of the Egyptian vegetables and fruits on both 
levels; the local and the International. The amount of the Egyptian exports of potato and onions are about 290 
and 398 thousand/tons that value 73 and 176 million dollars respectively. This is the average of the period 
(1995- 2009). Comparing to other fruit crops, orange is considered the most important one because it is planted 
on wide areas. The value of the exports of the Egyptian orange is about 331 million dollar in 2010. It has 
increased to 18% in comparison to its value in 2009. Additionally, its exports have occupied the first position in 
2008.  

The European Union is considered the most important commercial partner of Egypt. It occupies the first 
position concerning both the Egyptian trade in general and the agricultural commodity in particular. The number 
of the members of the European Union is about 27 states up till now. Ten states have joined it in 2004 and 
followed by Bulgaria and Romania in 2007. In the modified agreement of 2009, the European Union offered 
Egypt many advantages for many of agricultural crops specially these under study. 
 
Research Problem: 

 
The problem of this study is embodied in the general oscillation of the amount of the exporting crops under 

study those of the European Union in particular.  This oscillation is not suitable for the exporting importance of 
these crops. Moreover, it is considered an obstacle that disabled these crops from being benefited from the 
advantages offered by the European Union in 2009. 
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Objective of the Research: 
 

This study aims at acknowledging the most important importing European markets of the crops under study. 
In addition to this, this study attempts to define the most important factors that lead to the oscillation of those 
exporting crops to these specific countries. These factors do not allow any increase in the exports amount of 
these crops. Therefore, this study attempts to find out some solutions to the greatest problems and obstacles that 
may disable the exports of these crops from being benefited from the advantages offered by the European 
Union's countries. 

 
Data Resources and Method of Research: 

 
This study depends on the published data of the Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics. 

Additionally, it collects its material from internet sources and other web sites that published in the Food and 
Agricultural Organization in the United States. Also, this study uses the descriptive and quantitative method for 
analyzing its data and interpreting the results in an attempt to achieve the objectives of this study. 
 
Results of the Study: 

 
At the beginning of May 2004, the European Union expanded through joining ten countries. Then, these 

countries were followed by two other states in 2007. Therefore, the states’ number of the expanded European 
Union became 27; Germany, France, Italy, Britain, Holland, Belgium, Finland, Ireland, Denmark, Greece, 
Spain, Portugal, Sweden, Austria, Luxembourg, Estonia, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Cyprus, 
Latvia, Lithuanian, Malta, Hungary, Bulgaria and Romania.    

Through studying the exporting trade for the most important countries in the European market for those 
crops under study during the period (2005-2009), it becomes clear that the most important exporting countries of  
potatoes are France, Holland and Germany  table number (1) by about 78% of the total of the exports of the 
Union' countries during the period of this study.  

As for the imports of these states; Holland, Belgium, Spain, Italy and Germany, occupied the first positions. 
The total amount of the imports of these countries reached to 89.4% during the same period. The price of 
potatoes' exports for France, Holland and Germany reached about 248.1, 298.8 and 197.54 dollar /ton 
respectively.  

As for the onion crop, Holland occupied the first position. Its exporting amount was about 1003 thousand 
tons, while Spain occupied the second position by about 238 thousand tons. On the other hand, the exports of 
Belgium, Germany , France and Italy did not go beyond 206.7 thousand tons.  

Germany is the most important European country that imported onion. It occupied the first position by 
about 231.5 thousand tons. It was followed by Belgium, Holland and France by 146.1, 120 and 111 thousand 
tons approximately. The price of the exporting onion in Holland and Spain was about 277.7 and 313.5 dollar per 
ton respectively.  

As for orange, Spain is on the top of the exporting European Union's States by 1314 thousand tons. It is 
followed by Greece and Holland by about 223.2 and 198.3 thousand tons respectively, table no. (1). Germany, 
Holland and France are among the most important importing countries in the European Union since they import 
about 502, 461.6 and 418.6 thousand tons from each of them respectively. The exporting price or the Spanish 
orange is about 650.3 dollar/ton, while the exporting price of Greece, Holland and Italy is about 430.1, 687.7 
and 579.3 dollar/ton respectively. 

It became clear that the exporting price for the German potatoes was the lowest as it reached about 197.5 
dollar/ton, while the German potatoes occupied the third position among the potatoes's exporting countries in 
the European Union. It imported the crop with a higher price more expensive than it’s exporting one by about 
104.7% approximately.  

As for onion, the exporting price of Holland occupied the lowest position among other competitive prices. It 
was about 277.7 dollar/ton, while it imported the crop with a higher price than its exporting one by about 66.7%. 

As for orange, the Greek exporting price presented the lowest exporting price. It was about 430.1 dollar/ton. 
On the other hand, it imported the crop with a higher price comparing to its exporting price by 80.4%.   

 
Table 1: The Foreign Trade for the Most Important European Union States of Crops under Study during the Period (2005-2009) Amount:  
              Thousand/Ton. Price: Thousand Dollars 

Countries Exports of   
Potato 

Exports of   
Onion 

Exports of 
Orange 

Imports of
Potatoes 

Imports of   
Onion 

Imports of 
Orange 

Amount Price Amount Price Amount Price Amount Price Amount Price Amount Price
Spain 252.9 417.6 238.2 313.5 1314.1 650.3 731.7 356 40.7 479.4 148.6 717.7
Greece 18.1 439.4 2.00 363.0 223.2 430.1 137.4 513.8 14.2 382.1 12.5 776
Holland 1576 298.8 1002.9 277.7 198.3 687.7 1318.7 162.2 119.9 462.9 461.6 753.5
Italy 187.7 487.9 37.8 777.7 104.3 579.3 563.2 324.8 61.1 422 114.3 762.2
France 1830 248.1 53.4 458.2 29.6 897.7 387.4 315.4 111.4 557.5 418.6 866.9
German 1473 197.5 57.5 417.1 28.1 895.3 538.8 404.2 231.5 530.9 501.9 729.7
Belgium 786 193.4 58.00 411.2 37.5 847.3 1269.2 207.1 146.1 449.7 152.1 954.4
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1- Source: www.FAO.org 
2- www.united nation.comtrade.org. 

The relative importance of the most important European markets forimporting The Egyptian crops under The 
study: 

 
The agricultural agenda of the European / Egyptian participation agreement includes certain advantages 

without establish a free area of trade for the agricultural commodity. A specific amount of certain shares of 
some of the exporting crops is exempted from customs during a certain specific period. Onion and potato are on 
the top of these crops. On the other hand, there is a quantitative exempt without any restrictions concerning time 
for certain crops such as orange.  

In 2004, the quantitative share, that was offered in the partnership agreement, was about 250, 15 and 60 
thousand tons yearly (1) for potato, onion and orange respectively. Potato's specific period started from the first 
of January to the end of March. As for onion, its period started from the first of February to the med of June. 
These monthes were the most appropriate for the exporting Egyptian onions. This was because onion was 
distinguished by its appearance in an early time away from any competition from the European one which began 
its competition for the Egyptian onion in June, except the Spanish onion  which  appeared early that led to 
decrease the exporting amount of the Egyptian onion in European markets.  

As for orange, it is one of the commodities that have no exporting seasons. Moreover, it has quantitative 
shares (quantitative restrictions). As for the modification of the European / Egyptian partnership agreement that 
has been fulfilled in 2009. Moreover, these commodities have some advantages. The exports of orange, onion 
and potatoes have completely freed from the quantitative and temporal restrictions. Therefore, these 
commodities enjoy open shares without any time restrictions.  

Egypt tried to be benefited from the advantages offered by the European Union for agricultural exports 
according to the 2009 agreement. In comparison to the 2004 agreement, it became clear that the exports’ amount 
of the Egyptian potatoes in 2009 was about 137.7 thousand tons increased to 181 thousand tons in 2010. It did 
not go beyond 72% of the decided share of the 2004 agreement. The whole exporting amount of the Egyptian 
potatoes to the Union's States never subjected to any taxes or fees. This urged to increase the exporting amount 
of the Egyptian potato. Therefore, Egypt could be benefited from the privileges offered by the European Union.  

However, the exporting amount of the Egyptian potatoes decreased to 62.2 thousand tons due to the 
political circumstances that Egypt went through in 2011.  

As for onion, its exporting amount for the Union’s States oscillated during the period (2008-2011). It 
reached its lowest limit in 2009 by 23.3 thousand tons and its highest rate in 2010 by about  64.3 thousand tons 
with a an increase valued by 300% in comparison to its rate in the modified agreement of 2004. This 
optimistically anticipates the possibility of using these offered privileges in 2009. It returned the position of the 
Egyptian onion and put it at the top of the exporting crops. 

As for the Egyptian orange, it reached its lowest rate of its exporting amount to the Union’s States in 2011 
by about 93.9 thousand tons. On the other hand, it achieved its highest rate in 2009 by 140.7 thousand tons with 
an increase by about 134.5% in comparison with its rate in 2004. 

From what had mentioned above, it became clear that the exporting amount of orange and onion had been 
improved during the period of the study. This enabled these crops to be benefited from the privileges offered by 
the European Union’s States in 2009. These privileges were the quantitative and periodical exemption of the 
customs’ restriction.  

Since (1999-2003), potato’ crop encountered a lot of obstacles forced by the European Union’s States; 
specially Holland, Spain and Belgium. These countries were distinguished by its increasing product during this 
period. It used certain structural rules (SPS) as obstacles for Egyptian potatoes. It abused the problem of the 
brown rot to exclude Egyptian potatoes during this period. It applied these rules especially on Egypt. It used rule 
number (503), which was decided from the European Union, to determine the uninfected lands. These lands 
were the only ones that could export potatoes to other countries.  

The European Union faced the Egyptian potatoes severely during this period, if five samples were rejected 
when they were checked, therefore exporting crops from Egypt stopped immediately. Due to such intransigence, 
the exporting amount of the Egyptian potatoes to the European Union was declined. Up till now it did not gain 
its strength despite the privileges offered to the Egyptian potatoes in 2009.  

Through studying the relative importance for the most important European markets that imported those 
crops under study, it became clear from table number (2) that the average rate of the exporting amount of the 
Egyptian potato during the period (2008-2011) was about 174.7 thousand tons totally. About 51.8% of them 
were (Potatoes seed, fresh or chilled). The most important importing countries were Italy, Greece and Germany. 
These countries imported about 82.7% out of the total importing amount in the Union's countries. It was valued 
by 77.31 million dollars as an average out of the total amount of the same period.  

Also, it became clear from the same table that the Italian and Greece markets are the most important 
European countries that imported the Egyptian potatoes, excepting the (Potatoes seed, fresh or chilled). These 
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countries represent about 67.1% of the total amount of the importing potatoes that valued by 61.1 million dollars 
during the same period.  

It is important to mention that the importing account of nine of the European countries of the Egyptian 
potatoes or potatoes seed, fresh or chilled does not go beyond 0.32 and 3.96 thousand tons to each of them 
respectively. These countries are France, Belgium, Denmark, Sweden, Romania, Slovenia Republic, Bulgaria, 
Hungary and Czech Republic. This asserts the importance of increasing the production of potatoes because it is 
an important exporting crop. Also, it is important to take care of its specific standards and its demanded quality 
for these European markets. Moreover, exporting for certain markets is considered a Cumulative process that 
acknowledging the importing countries about the ability and nature of the exporting countries. So, the importing 
countries will never search for other markets. On the other side, the exporting countries have to keep controlling 
these markets.  

As for the onion crop, it became clear, from the same table, that total exporting amount to the European 
countries was about 50.2 thousand tons and valued about 27.7 million dollars as an average for the period of the 
study. Additionally, the most important importing countries of onion were Holland, England, Romania and Italy.  
These countries imported about 39.00 thousand tons which approximately represented 76.2% of the total 
importing amount of the Egyptian onion and valued by 21.1 million dollars. 

 Greece and Belgium came after the countries that had mentioned above. They imported about 13.7% of the 
total amount of the European countries. The rest of the European countries' markets did not go beyond 10.1% of 
the exporting onion. Therefore, it was important to take care for these highly promising markets; to take care 
either of the standards of its required quality or through offering a competitive price for these countries as a 
motivation to improve the importing amount of this crop.  

As for the orange crop, it became clear, from the same table, that its total exporting amount to the European 
countries reached about 117.4 thousand tons as an average for the period of this study. The most important 
importing European countries of this crop were England and Holland. They imported 64% of the total exporting 
amount of the Egyptian orange to the Union countries approximately. Its value was about 41.1 million dollar. 

Also, it is important to mention that there are many highly promising markets that began the process of 
increasing its importing amount of the crop. Some of these countries are Lithuania Finland, and Latvia's markets  

 
Table 2: The relative importance of the most important European markets for crops imported into the study as an average during the period  
              (2008-2011) 

Countries Potatoes Onion Orange 
Quantity % Value % Quantity % Value % Quantity % Value % 

Germany 27.3 15.6 16.25 17.o4 .857 1.7 .658 2.4 .56 .5 .38 .6 
France .46 .3 .12 .13 .707 1.4 .378 1.4 .97 .8 .58 .9 
Italy 61.25 35.1 32.06 33.6 5.67 11.3 3.24 11.6 2.42 2.1 1.55 2.3 
England 17.3 9.9 11.5 12.1 10.1 20.1 6.71 24.1 44.4 37.8 24.05 35.2 
Holland 8.7 4.9 4.95 5.2 12.57 25.1 6.83 24.6 30.75 26.2 17.33 25.3 
Belgium 1.4 .8 .6 .6 2.24 4.5 1.65 5.96 3.3 2.8 2.36 3.5 
Finland …. …. …. …. .08 .2 .06 .4 5.91 5.1 4.05 5.9 
Ireland …. …. …. …. .08 .2 .5 .3 1.92 1.6 1.16 1.7 
Denmark …. …. …. …. .1 .2 .7 .3 1.87 1.6 1.11 1.6 
Greece 55.9 32.0 29. 30.4 4.59 9.2 2.17 7.8 .67 .6 .39 .6 
Spain .01 .01 .01 .01 .5 1.0 .32 1.2 …. …. …. …. 
Portugal …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. ….  …. 
Sweden …. …. …. …. .28 .6 .1 .3 4.24 3.6 2.32 3.4 
Austria …. …. …. …. .07 .1 .04 .14 …. …. …. …. 
Luxembourg …. …. …. …. .03 .1 .01 .03 …. …. …. …. 
Estonia …. …. …. …. .21 .4 .1 .36 .6 .5 .42 .6 
Poland …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. 
Czech Republic .2 .1 .09 .09 .1 .2 .04 .14 .71 .6 .36 .5 
Slovakia …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. …. 
Slovenia .1 .1 .05 .05 .27 .5 .15 .5 .95 .8 .68 .9 
Cyprus …. …. …. …. .5 1.00 .22 .8 …. …. …. …. 
Latvia …. …. …. …. .24 .5 .1 .4 5.21 4.4 3.2 4.7 
Lithuania …. …. …. …. .13 .2 .1 .4 9.61 8.2 6.38 9.3 
Malta …. …. …. …. …. …. …. ….. 1.67 1.4 1.08 1.6 
Hungary .2 .1 .11 .11 .3 .6 .12 .4 .96 .8 .61 .9 
Bulgaria .6 .3 .16 .16 .65 1.2 .31 1.1 …. …. …. …. 
Romania 1.3 .7 .45 .47 9.9 19.7 4.28 15.5 .68 .6 .44 .6 
Total 174.7  95.35  50.16  27.7  117.44  68.45  
Average 13.4  7.3  2.2  1.2  5.87  3.4  

Source: www.capmas.eg.net. 

 
which accommodate about 21.39% of the total importing amount to the Union's countries. The rest of the 

Union's countries do not go beyond 14.7% of the importing amount of the Egyptian orange despite its high 
quality and competitive price. 
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As for the exporting price of the crops under study for the period (2005-2009), it became clear, from table 
number (3), that the exporting price of the German Potato was considered to competitive the Egyptian price. The 
Egyptian price was 120.8% comparing to the German price. The rate of the German price decreased to 17.2% 
comparing to the Egyptian one. It was followed by the French price. It increased by about 4% comparing to the 
exporting price of the Egyptian potatoes.  

As for onion, its exporting price of Egypt was considered the lowest one among other competitive crops. It 
was followed by the Hollandian and Spanish price with an increase that valued by 62.3% and 83.2% for each of 
them respectively.  

As for the price of the Italian onion, it was considered the highest among other competitive prices since its 
price was higher than the exporting price of the Egyptian onion by about 354.5%.  

As for the exporting price of the Egyptian orange, it was considered the lowest among other competitive 
prices. It was followed by the exporting price of the Greek and Italian range with an increase that valued by 
about 37.7% and 85.4% for each of them respectively, table no.(3).  

It was very important to mention that the exporting price of the Egyptian potatoes increased to 546 
dollar/ton during the period (2010-2011). This increase represented by 128.9% in comparison with its average 
rate during the period (2005-2009). Moreover, in 2010, the competitive countries kept its competitive price 
since the exporting price of potato in France, Holland and Germany was 264.7, 417.5 and 192 dollar/ton for 
each of them respectively.  

The exporting price of the Egyptian potatoes, in addition to the neglecting of its standardized qualities and 
its infection by the brown rot were the most important reasons for the decline of the exporting amount of the 
crop, especially for the European Union. Moreover, most of the members of the European Union were 
characterized by their high production of the crop.  

As for the exporting price of the Egyptian onion, it was about 474 and 548 dollar/ton in the year 2010, 
2011. No other crop could compete the Egyptian onion except the French one which valued by 320 dollar/ton in 
2010. Additionally, the Hollandian and Spanish exporting price of onion was about 667 and 1375 dollar/ton for 
each of them respectively.  

All of this is not disturbing because the Egyptian onion still has its competitive price among the Union's 
countries. Moreover, as it is mentioned above, the Egyptian onion is characterized by its earlier appearance 
away from the European onion.  As a result, the possibility of increasing its exporting amount is available this in 
addition to caring for its qualities' standards.  

By using the linear and double logarithmic regression to determine the best equation of the foreign demand 
of the crops under study, where the quantity of exporting was the dependent variable and the quantity of 
production, consumption,  the prices of the competitors' countries were the independent variables. The next 
function gave the best results related to the statistical estimation of the annual demand function of the Egyptian 
potatoes in the E.U. markets during the period of study. 
Y=3.434+1.184 x (4.756)   
R2 =0.71              F=6.75 

 
Table 3: The relative importance of the Egyptian export price and the average price per ton to the European Union for the crops under study   
              as an average for the period (2005-2009). 

Competitive 
Countries 

Potatoes Onion Orange 
Competitive 
Countries' Price 
 

Egyptian 
Price 
% 
 

Competitive 
Countries' Price 

Egyptian 
Price 
% 

Competitive 
Countries' Price 

Egyptian 
Price 
% 

Holland 298.8 79.8 277.7 61.6 687.7 45.4 
France 248.1 96.1 458.2 37.3 897.7 34.8 
Italy 421.03 56.6 777.7 22.00 579.3 53.9 
German 197.5 (120.8) 417.1 41.00 895.3 34.9 
Spain 417.6 57.1 313.5 54.6 650.3 48.04 
Greece 439.4 54.3 363 47.1 430.1 72.6 

Source:www.F.A.O.org. 

 www.capmas.eg.net. 
 www.Unitednation.comtrade.org. 

 
Notes: the numbers between brackets reflect that the Egyptian exporting price is lower than the competitive 

price. 
Egyptian exporting price for potatoes: 238.5 dollar/ton. 
Egyptian exporting price for onion: 171.1 dollar/ton. 
Egyptian exporting price for orange: 312.4 dollar/ton. 
The previous function is statistically significant and the coefficient   of determination R2 means that about 

71% of the changes that happen to the demand quantity of the exported potatoes refer to the price of French 
potatoes. 



11 
Middle East J. Agric. Res., 1(1): 6-12, 2012 

 

 

As for onion the next function gave the best results related to the statistical estimation of demand function : 
 
Log y=1.291+3.543log x1-2.690 log x2 

                     (11.815)     (10.331) 
R2 = o.88                  F=15.22  

 
It occurred that the previous function is statistically significant and about 88% of the changes that happen to 

the demand quantity refer to the production quantity x1 and the consumption quantity x2.          
By using the step wise regression, it is shown that the most important affecting factors on the Egyptian 

orange were production quantity x1 and the Egyptian price x2 as occur from the following function:        
Y  = 789.599 +  0 .449 x1- 0.676 x2 

                  (3.326)       (2.205) 
R2 = 0.75                     F= 8.099 

 
 The coefficient of determination shows that about 75% of the changes happen to Egyptian exports of 

orange are due to the impact of the previous mentioned variables. 
From what was mentioned above, it became clear that the most important importing markets for potatoes 

were Italy, Greece and Germany. They imported about 82.7% out of the total importing amount of the Union's 
countries.  

 As for onion, Holland, England, Romania and Italy are among the most important importing countries of 
this crop. They import about 76.2% out of the total importing amount of the Union's countries.  

As for orange, England and Holland are among the most important importing countries of this crop. They 
import about 64% out of the total exporting amount to the Union's countries.  

As for the exporting prices of the crops under study, it became clear that the exporting price of the German 
potato was considered the competitive price for the Egyptian exporting price. The German price declined to 
17.2% in comparison with the Egyptian one. As for onion and orange, their price was considered the lowest 
among other European competitive prices. 

It is highly important to mention that the exporting price of the Egyptian potatoes has increased during 
(2010-2011). It is about 129% in comparison to its average rate during (2005-2009). Besides, the competitive 
countries kept their competitive prices. 

 Additionally, there was a lack of any attention of the crop's exporting standards besides the infection of the 
brown rot disease. These were among the most important reasons for decreasing the exporting amount of 
potatoes to the Union's countries which characterized by its high production of potatoes. 

As for onion, it was characterized by its competitive price among other Union's countries. Also, it spread in 
an early time away from the European onion. This anticipated the possibility of increasing its exporting amount 
for these countries. Also, it was important to take into consideration the needed standards of quality.  

As for orange, its exporting price is still competitive to other exporting prices. Optimistically enough, there 
will be an increase in its exporting amount. 

The study also emphasizes the fact that the French exporting price is the most important factor that 
influences the exporting amount of potatoes. As for onions, the most important factors that influence its 
exporting amount are the amount of its production and the consumed one. Also, the most important factors that 
influence the exporting amount of the Egyptian orange are its local production and its exporting price. 

  
The Most Important Exporting, Productive and Marketing Obstacles and Problems of the Crops under Study: 

 
There are a lot of obstacles and problems that prevent the increasing process of the exporting amount of the 

Egyptian exporting crops in general and the exports to the European Union's countries in particular. As a result, 
these obstacles prevented Egypt from being benefited from the advantages offered by the European Union in 
2009. The most important of these obstacles were the delay of the local product concerning the Union's defined 
date. This was the most important problem of the 2004 agreement. Also, it continued to 2009. However, through 
the 2009 agreement, it was possible to be benefited from the offered amounts that are away from any time 
restrictions. This amounts included these crops under study. As a result, these commodities had opened shares 
away from any time restrictions.  

As it was mentioned above, the brown rot's problem embodied a big obstacle in front of potatoes' exports to 
the Union's countries. Additionally, the bad consequences of the excessive abuse of some chemical killers 
appeared in examining the exporting commodities. The European Union conditioned that the remaining of these 
eliminators had to went through the examining central lab; (QCAP). This was the only authoritative and 
specialized lab for the agricultural exports to the European Union's countries. It labeled from international 
institutions as one of the first Alpha (A) labs. The Energy lab was more than 50 thousands samples yearly.  The 
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high expenses of these experiments was considered one of the important problems from which the exporters 
suffered. Moreover, this led to a big increase in the marketing process.  

As for the marketing problems, the shortage in both the sorting and grading stations in addition to its 
distance from the production's areas were among the big factors that badly influenced the crop's quality. 
Moreover, working in these stations were very weak because it was managed by an actual energy lower than its 
total energy. There were about 43, 20 and 42 selecting and mobilizing station for potatoes, onion and Citrus 
respectively. It worked with actual energy that represented about 63.7%, 95.5% and 61.8% out of its actual 
power respectively. 

It is very important to mention that there are no specialized selective stations for exporting to the European 
Union's countries in Egypt. These stations operate according to the exporting season. Also, they function 
according to the accuracy of the commodity to the importing market. 

Therefore, the shortage in the selective stations and the lack of its ability to increase the amount of its 
production along with the European Union's severe conditions and standards of the quality of the exporting 
crops all these are reasons that obstacle any increase in Egypt's exports to the European Union's countries of the 
crops under study.  

Also, the exports of orange, onion and potato suffered from the difficulty of getting any Shipping spaces 
with multiple shops functions and sorts from transporting people, commodities, refrigerators and other things. 
Moreover, the high expenses and the difficulty of distinguishing between the industrial and agricultural 
commodities were among the big problems. It was very expensive for Egypt to export to some countries, such as 
France, in comparison to other exporting countries.  

Additionally, there were no specialized banks for financing, supporting or giving any facilities; such as 
loans, to the agricultural Egyptian exports. These facilities might improve the exporting production or offering 
the marketing service demanded by the European Union.  

Also, there was lack of any insurance system of the exports due to the threat of the possibility that the 
exports might not apply to the defined standards. Therefore, none of the insurance companies risked to bear any 
loses. 
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